Objection to : Route J - Mahon to City Centre
To: BusConnects Cork, National Transport Authority
From: Boreenmanna Road Residents Association

As residents of Boreenmanna Road, we wish to raise our objections and observations to the
proposed Cork Bus Connects Transport plan for Route J as set out in its current format.

Although we do see merits in the overall strategy, we are of the opinion that the current design
does not at all solve the traffic congestion at the end of the Boreenmanna Road (i.e. the section
immediately joining the South Link Road) and causes irrevocable environmental, biodiversity,
business and private property damage along the entire Boreenmanna Road. Moreover, as
residents, we see no traffic congestion on the Boreenmanna Road, which already has sufficient
capacity for all modes of traffic transport.

Residents of Boreenmanna Road bought homes in a residential suburb with four schools, a creche,
GP, Dentist, Garage, Shop, Sports Grounds and even a Funeral Home. All the services that make
a community. They did not commit the largest spend of their lives to live on a six lane super
highway.

The proposal will impact the environment for everyone concerned and every resident along the
Boreenmanna Road is concerned about this and they firmly disapprove of the proposal in its
current form.

The current proposal is unacceptable. This plan in our view destroys in the order of 70-80 homes
by seizing gardens, devaluing family homes, removes 283 public street parking spaces, destroys
almost 200 trees all for the purpose of potentially reducing bus times from 36 mins to 17 mins
for the Bus Connect route “J” (Mahon to City). No data exists to verify this statement provided
by the NTA. The one certain outcome is that buses would reach the bottleneck at the same time
as it does currently i.e. the section of Boreenmanna road joining the South Link road section as
mentioned earlier.

The vast majority of residents have lived in Boreenmanna Road for over 30 years and the
suggested widening of the road is both alarming and concerning and causes them a significant
increase in anxiety. Boreenmanna Road has been widened in the past with some residents losing
complete front gardens to Compulsory Purchase Orders. These residents are very frightened by
the current proposals. There are large apartment complexes on the Boreenmanna road which
are both adversely impacted. In particular the Willows block of apartments would lose circa 6m
of green space, as well as recycling and refuse space. No alternatives have been provided by the
NTA in this context.

The impact of removal on street parking cannot be underestimated. Some residents have only
this option. Some residents have disabilities and mobility issues. Would you deny them the right
to access their homes? All residents are human beings who do not live in a vacuum, we have



visitors, guests and services coming to our homes. We cannot accept removal of on street
parking.

We are alarmed at the vast number of trees (circa ~200 trees/hedgerows) that will be cut down,
and at the loss of green spaces, including a portion of the Ballinlough Park, in order to make way
for additional traffic lanes (worsening the air quality), effectively turning the Boreenmanna Road
into a dual carriageway.

The social, health and environmental benefits that trees, green spaces and gardens offer us will
be entirely lost. The local area will be turned into an ugly hard concrete jungle in our view. The
trees and gardens act as a natural barrier to traffic noise and air pollution and are to be replaced
with walls in many cases which will block out natural sunlight.

This proposal will have a severe negative impact on the wildlife and birds that nest in the area
and also residents’ health. During the recent lockdown we found the gardens and trees to be
essential to our mental health and wellbeing!. Maintaining that this is a green initiative is an
untruth - rather it worsens the air quality in the locality further by facilitating an increase in traffic
and buses along the Boreenmanna Road.

The environmental pollution and the indirect effects on social safety and physical activity will be
devastating and detrimental. Studies have shown such attacks on green spaces to adversely
impact people’s wellbeing?. We are acutely aware of rising temperatures in urban areas. Trees
help to regulate the temperature and so we should be investing more in urban greenery rather
than destroying this natural resource. We believe a better balance of net zero carbon future and
traffic management can be realised without destroying the Boreenmanna Road community.

The interventions proposed with Bus Connects will have an irreversible and detrimental impact
on the cultural amenities of the Boreenmanna road. We note that in the Cork City Development
Plan 2022-2028 under Objectives 6.9 & 10.98 (Protection of landscape) there is an objective
which seeks to restrict the removal of extensive amounts of trees, hedgerows and historic walls
or other distinctive boundary treatments that contribute to the historical fabric of the City and
suburbs. Bus Connects, as currently proposed could be seen as counter intuitive to these
objectives.

It is widely accepted as good planning practice, that enclosing streets with buildings and/or
landscape features helps to define them as urban places, create a greater sense of intimacy and
promotes them as pedestrian and cycle friendly spaces. This sense of intimacy has been found to
have a traffic-calming effect as drivers become more aware of their surroundings. Proposals
contained within Bus Connects to widen Boreenmanna road (a residential street) up to 19.6m is
counter intuitive to the principles of modern road design. The detrimental legacy of road
widening projects has contributed to many examples of poor planning where neighbourhoods

! Effects of urban green spaces on residents’ well-being: Ben Ma, Tiantian Zhou, (2019)
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were dissected, with scant regard for local communities, such as occurred at Clanbrassil Street
and Liberties area in Dublin and closer to home with the Blackpool bypass.

The increase in noise and vibration due to the increase in traffic volume can cause structural
issues to homes over time along the Boreenmanna Road. It should be borne in mind that parts
of Boreenmanna Road sit on rock, which proved problematic when the Cork Main Drainage
System was being carried out. There has been no assessment carried out on noise and vibration
impact to close proximity dwellings along the Boreenmanna Road. This is also in our view a
significant absence in the proposal and such an oversight and is extremely concerning to us. In
order to accurately assess the likely impact of the route design factors such as “cut and fill”, traffic
flow and mitigation measures need to be considered and analysed. How much are traffic flows
expected to increase by? No data to this effect has been shared with the local community at the
time of submission. If traffic flows are expected to increase by large margins, it is prudent to
prepare indicative noise prediction calculations and share the findings of these calculations with
the community given that many of the dwellings along the Boreenmanna Road would be in close
proximity to the road design changes. Noise prediction should be carried out using a well adopted
current standard such as NMPB96 or using Directive 2002/49/EC. The proposed increase in buses
can be a hazard to people living along this route if exposed continuously and the buses are
planned to operate near a 24/7 range with increased frequency and diverting more buses from
other roads e.g. Ballinlough Road. This increase in noise and vibration is a significant concern and
health hazard and no proposal to mitigate this has been provided at this time.

There is no evidence that the NTA have taken the Public Expenditure Code of Practice? into
account before submitting this proposed design. There has been no cost benefit analysis
provided for this design. A detailed assessment is needed as it should comply with the public
expenditure guidelines. The overall scheme design needs to be considered to determine if this
project is giving value for public money. If the overall plan was presented and assessed on its
merits then it could be established that value for money can be achieved by implementing a
design focusing on the junction bottlenecks and not the overall road blanket sledgehammer
approach.

As an alternative to the existing design proposal, we feel and believe that an optimal balance can
be achieved with far less destruction to our community by considering the below alternatives;

e Consider a two-way, single-sided bicycle lane on the side of the Boreenmanna Road which
diverts cyclists onto the Old Blackrock Road thereby eliminating the potential health and
safety risk that results from the necessity of cyclists travelling towards the city centre
having to cross the Boreenmanna Road to avail of continued access to the cycle lane as
would be the case under the current proposal. Such two-way single-sided cycle lanes are
in use in many European countries and are very successful.

¢ Consider investigating a shared bike path with a footpath. This is already in place along
the Mahon to city greenway and serves as a good success story.

3 https://publicspendingcode.per.gov.ie/



e Examine the benefit of establishing one-way traffic systems by taking a collective
approach of encompassing the four main parallel roads into the city centre, i.e. Blackrock
Road, Boreenmanna Road, Ballinlough Road and Douglas Road. Significantly less
environmental and property destruction would be caused by such a proposal.

¢ Given that this is a green initiative, increasing fossil fuelled traffic and consequently
worsening the air quality does not make for sound engineering practice or advantageous
media coverage. There is no need to increase the frequency of double decker buses that
are already underutilised, but there is a need to continue the already well developed
Mahon greenway into the city centre to enable cycling safely, thereby aiding in improving
people’s health, well-being and facilitating a true net zero carbon environment.

The €600 million allocated for the Bus Connect Cork* program would be better invested by re-
thinking and re-designing solutions that solve the real issues of the community. For example
further developing the 54kms in cycling and walking infrastructure will help to meet the increase
in demand for safer and healthier travel within the city without polluting the surrounding air,
destroying the biodiversity in the area, ruining a beautiful community where children can
currently play and be safely dropped to the local schools, local sporting grounds e.g. Cork
Constitution Rugby club, Pairc Ui Rinn grounds without issues. There is ample queueing space for
both Cork Con and Pairc Ui Rinn for supporters at present. There has been no consideration given
to the impact on egress performance of crowds attending these venues. What considerations
have been applied in cases of an emergency and other ancillary services typically at these sporting
venues.

Many local businesses serving the area and acting as an integral part of the community are
adversely impacted by the current proposal. We would like to understand what considerations
have been applied to these businesses e.g. local dentist, creches, garages, hair & beauty shops
and funeral home. How will they be expected to operate in the future? Many questions have
been left unanswered and are lacking real corrective actions some of which are outlined below
but not limited to;

1. What considerations are afforded to people who lose their off street parking?

2. The lack of crossing points at key locations along the road concerns us e.g. children
crossing the road for schools, e.g. new proposed Crab Lane School, Beaumont school. The
widening of the road can bring increased speed and lead to potential safety concerns for
these children crossing the road. How is this going to be addressed?

3. What considerations have been applied for children who have special needs, and how can
they safely reach school?

4. Where are the considerations given to the nuanced landscape in the Boreenmanna Road
area giving rise to its unique topography?

4 https://www.nationaltransport.ie/nta-unveils-e600m-investment-in-busconnects-cork/



5.

Given there is a change in bus route e.g. Ballinlough road to city centre, changes to
Boreenmanna road to city centre. Are residents from the Ballinlough Road expected to
walk up and down the hills with their shopping in the rain?

Where is the environmental assessment carried out to outline the contribution that the
destruction of the mature trees will make to worsening the air quality of the area and the
consequent negative impact on our community in terms of both well-being and
breathing?

We the residents of Boreenmanna road want to see is;

1.

Detailed engagement of any redesign proposed and how it impacts Boreenmanna road,
surrounding area.

The engagement needs to be proactive and well communicated in advance by the NTA
and its partners.

Adequate and reasonable time for residents to provide feedback on subsequent designs.
Every single household in the Boreenmanna road and surrounds is to be notified in writing
with clear contact details of NTA Cork office responsible individual.

Provide evidence based data clearly demonstrating how the design is arrived at, illustrate
alternatives and why they are not conducive to achieving the same goal(s).

Demonstrate a cost benefit analysis.

a. Explain, provide evidence and demonstrate validity that the design has been
optimised to maximise value for money to achieve net carbon green goals, time
saving, scaled back impact to the Boreenmanna Road and in line with Public
expenditure guidelines.

Provide a detailed explanation of how each household along the Boreenmanna road is
going to be impacted in terms of noise, vibration, excess dirt, mud, dust etc, access to
Boreenmanna road and any other considerations that may disrupt the daily routine as it
is today. What mitigation actions are to be implemented.



